Children’s liturgy — Sixth Sunday of Easter (Year B)

Preparing the worship space
Colour: white
Props: Pencil, paper, scissors, crayons

Song suggestions: A new commandment | give unto you (4, Celebration Hymnal
for Everyone)
Give me joy in my heart (190, Celebration Hymnal for Everyone)

Welcome: Today Jesus asks us to love one another as he loves us. He talks about
the importance of looking out for our friends, and how we can all be friends of Jesus.
Let’s think a bit more about our friends today.

Opening prayer: God of joy, you loved us so much you sent your Son to us. Help us
to love each other as you love us. Amen.

First reading (optional): Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48
Psalm: Ps 97:1-4 r.2

Gospel acclamation: everyone stands and sings together.
Gospel: John 15:9-17

Jesus said to his disciples:

“I love you just as the Father loves me; remain in my love. If you obey my commands
you will remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my Father's commands and remain
in his love.

“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.
My commandment is this: love one another, just as | love you. The greatest love a
person can have for his friends is to give his life for them. And you are my friends if
you do what | command you. | do not call you servants any longer, because servants
do not know what their master is doing. Instead, | call you friends, because | have
told you everything | heard from my Father. You did not choose me; | chose you and
appointed you to go and bear much fruit, the kind of fruit that endures. And so the
Father will give you whatever you ask of him in my name. This, then, is what |
command you: love one another.”

(Gospel passage taken from Good News Translation® and used with permission, see details below™)
Gospel reflection: What do you remember from the reading you heard today?

Jesus is telling us he loves us very much. How does it feel to know that Jesus loves
each of us so much?
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Jesus says he chose us all to be his friends, and we should love others in the same
way as he loves us. He says that we should all do as much as we can to help our
friends, and that if we follow his teaching, we will be friends of Jesus.

Who are your friends? Can you tell me the name of two of your friends? What do you
like about your friends?

Friends can make us happy and laugh. They help us when we find things difficult.
They are kind and share with us. Can you tell me something one of your friends has
done to make you happy?

What do you do to help your friends when they are sad or finding something difficult?

Children in other parts of the world are the same as us, they also like to have friends
that they play games with, friends who make them happy when they are sad and
who help them when they are in trouble.

Jesus asks us today to love others as he has loved us. How do you think we can do
this? How can we show love for children who live far away on the other side of the
world?

How will you be a good friend this week to children here and in other countries
around the world? And how will you follow Jesus’ example of love for all people no
matter where they are in the world?

Intercessions: You may want to ask the children to offer their own prayers or
you can use the suggestions below.

Let us keep God'’s love for us in mind as we pray:

We pray for world leaders: that they may be inspired by Jesus’ example of love, to
do what is best for all people. Lord, hear us...

We pray for children around the world: that they may have the chance to play and
learn with their friends. Lord, hear us...

We pray for our parish, family and friends: that we may be good friends to each
other, helping and caring for others, especially people who are poor around the
world. Lord, hear us...

Closing prayer: Generous God, we give thanks for our friends and the joy they
bring us. Help us to be generous, loving and kind to all people around the world, so
that they may know we are their friends. Amen.

Activity suggestions

Invite the children to complete the accompanying activity sheet. One of the sections
is people bingo where the children walk around and find people to match a
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statement. Depending on the size of your group, you may like to add a rule that they
must find a different person for each box.

Make a paper chain of friends with the children:

e Fold a sheet of paper, accordion-fashion (like you would to make a paper fan)
in three-inch strips so that all sections are equal. The number of folds in the
paper determines the number of people in the chain.

¢ On the top piece of the folded paper, draw a person whose hands extend to
touch the folds of paper on each side.

e Carefully cut around the person, making sure NOT to cut where the hands
meet the folds.

e Open up the paper and you will have a chain of several people holding hands.

e Encourage the children to colour them in with crayons. They can also name
the paper people as different people in their friendship group — including some
of the children from around the world featured in CAFOD’s website and
resources at cafod.org.uk/primary

Remind the children to go home and share all that they have heard and thought
about today and to ask the people they live with who their friends are. Encourage
them to show their love for others both here and around the world over the coming
week as Jesus asks us to.

*Gospel passage taken from:

Good News Translation® (Today’s English Version, Second Edition)
© 1992 American Bible Society. All rights reserved.

Anglicisation © The British and Foreign Bible Society 1976, 1994, 2004. The copyright for the
derivative work of Anglicisation pertains only to the text within the Good News Translation (GNT) that
British and Foreign Bible Society adapted for British literary usage, consistent with Section 103(b) of
the United States Copyright Act, 17 U.S.C. § 103(b).

Bible text from the Good News Translation (GNT) is not to be reproduced in copies or otherwise by

any means except as permitted in writing by American Bible Society, 101 North Independence Mall
East, FL 8, Philadelphia, PA 19106 (www.americanbible.org).
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